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This two-story, white-painted, frame house was built in 1878.
Andrew J. Volstead purchased it in 1894 and made his Minnesota home
here until 1930, when he moved into a new dwelling in the same city.
His residency here, at 163 Ninth Street, corresponds with his pericd
of greatest national significance.

The north-facing Volstead House sits on a stone foundaticn only
a few feet from the street iIn the center of what is now a commercially
zoned hlock. Most of the adjiacent bulldings are residences, however,
and most of these are structures similar in age to the Volstead
House. An original wrought-iron fence passes along the sidewalk in
front of the dwelling, and lilac bushes, planted by Volstead, grace
the grounds. The house remains a private residence and has undergone
almost ne exterior ateration--eveept for the recent addition of new
shingles--since Volstead's occupancy. Interior alterations have
been limited to the removal of one upstairs partition for the purpose
of converting that area into two apartments and to the installation
of modern hathroom and kitchen facilities and equipment.

Volstead made several major additions to the house soon after
he bought it, giving it an almost entirely new front facade.
Basically L-shaped with a gabhled-hip roof, the dwelling 1is distinguished
particularly by a proiecting, two-story, hip-roofed, stair tower
that Volstead attached near the center of the front facade. A single,
center-placed, front, round-arched,plate-glass window lights this
addition. Extending eastward across the front facade from the left
side of the tower is a two-tlered veranda that continues approxi-
mately halfway along the east side of the house. The lower story of
the veranda 1is screened, while the uprper is enclosed by wood panels
and a series of four-light windows. A similar, screened porch crosses
the rear facade of the maln block. Here Volstead's hand-operated
water pump remains in place just as he left it.

Most of the windows in the Volstead House are one-over-one sash,
and all are set in white-painted, wood surrounds. A pair of one-
story, hip-roofed, hexagonal bay windows, one each on the north and
west sides, cornament the northwest corner of the dwelling. Irregular-
ly placed, single-light, shed dormers illuminate the house's unfinished
attic.

Principal front entrance to the residence is through a single
door from the lower tier of the front veranda. Similar openings pro-
vide interior access from the east side of the veranda and from the
rear porch. On the rear portion of the west side another single
door leads to the interior through an enclocsed, gable-roofed portico.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"For most Americans [Andrew] Volstead," says his blographer Ari
Hoogenboom, "personified prohibition."l As chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, he drafted the 1919 National Prohibition Enforce-
ment Act, better known as the Volstead Act, which proved to be the chief
vehicle for enforcing the newly ratified léth amendment. Rather ex-
tensive in scope, the act forbade the manufacture of any beverage with
an alcohol content of more than .5 percent; divided enforcement between
the Federal and State Covernments so as not to set aside more stringent
State laws; contained a rather drastic search and seizure clause; and
rrovided for the use of injunctfons and padlocking against individuals
and businesses violating the law. At the same time, however, certain
provisions--like those providing for the manufacture of industrial
alcohol, use of alcoholic beverages in religious observances, pre-
scription by doctors for reasons of health, and home manufacture of
light wines and cider--led to abuses that made enforcement almost
impossible. Matters were made even more difficult, says historian
Andrew Sinclair, "due to administrative stupidity, political graft, the
federal structure of the United States, [and] an antiquated legal
system."2 In terms of national sienificance, thoupgh, the Volstead
Act's "loopholes" were as important as its enforcement provisions,
for it was the combination of the two that gave the uniaque ll-year
Prohibition Era its distinctive characteristics.

Before turning his attention to prohibition, Volstead had earned a
reputation as a moderate nrrrressive supporting measures like railroad
regulation, the extension of workmen's compensation laws, the woman
suffrage amendment, and a Federal antilynching law. In 1922 he helped
author the Capper-Volstead Act, sometimes called the "Marna Carta of
cooperative marketing."3 This law was highly significant, says
Volstead biographer Ari Hoogenboom, because it "enabled farmers to
organize marketing and bargaining cooperatives and exempted them from

1 Ari Hoogenboom, "Andrew John Volstead," Dictionary of American
Biography, Supplement Four (New York, 1974), 853,

2 Andrew Sinclair, Era of Excess: A Social History of the
Prohibition Movement (New York, 196LE), 182.

3 Cited in Theodore Saloutos and John D. Hicks, Agricultural
Discontent in the Middle West; 1900-1939 (Madison, 1951), 288.




EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Hoogenboom, Ari, "Andrew John Volstead," Dictionary of American

Blography, Supplement Four (New York: C s '
T 5§-53. ( k: Charles Scribner's Sons,

Murphy, Paul L., The Constitution in Crisis Ti 918~ X
Harner & Row. 1975). mes, 1918-1969 (New York:

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

less than 1 acre.
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

UTM REFERENCES

Al/ 5] 1219.912,0,0) |4.916,516,7,0) sl J Ll Ly o )by ]

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

Clll‘lll!llllll‘lll DL]__‘!II[|!‘I!’!!!I!

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary of the nominated rroperty coincides with the
boundary of the legal lot known as 163 Ninth Street,
Granite Falls, Minnesota. '

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE George R. Adams, Manacing Editor, and
Ralph Christian, Assistant Editor

ORGANIZATION DATE
American Association for State and Local History August 19764
TﬁEéTO& w%BEﬁlth A TELEPHONE

KEighth Avenue South (F15) 242-5583
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Nashville Tennessee 37203

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE LOCAL ____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

TITLE DATE
[FORNPS USEONLY ‘
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
. , - | DATE
"~ DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: Lo .

DATE

"KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER




Form No 10-300a
(Rev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

CONT!NUATION SHEET Volstead House ITEMNUMBER 7 PAGE oOne

Inside, no original Volstead furnishings remain, but beautiful
oak weoodwor)y throughout the house recalls his ceccupancy. 0Oak flooring,
laii *n alternating dark and licht striprs, remains uncovsred by
carpeting, and 2 stained glass window continues +o 1lich® Volstead's
library, which now serves as a2 bedroem, Access to the second story
is by an oak stalirway in the tower. There Is an unfinished basement.

Discussicns currently underway may lead £o development of the
res?de ce into a house museum in Valstead's honor. 4 zrcup interested
in huring and preserving the structurs has approached the owner who
has shown a willingness tc coocperate in the rroject,
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the antitrust laws."!

This two-story, white-painted, frame house was buillt in 1878.
Velstead bought it in 1894 and maintained his Minnesota residence
here until 1920. He made a number of alterations, but subsequent
owmers have made few changes in the cenerally well-maintained
dwelling. There is one other extant Volstead residence. Tt 1is the
Brighton Hotel in Washington, D.C., where he occupied an apartment
from 19014 to 1922,

Biography

Andrew John Volstead was born October 31, 1860, near Kenyon in
Goodhue County, Minn., to John E. and Dorothea M. Vraalstad, both of
whom were Norwegizn immigrants. The family owned a prospernus farm
and lived a relatively comfortable existznrce. After attending publice
schools, Andrew entered St., 0laf College in Northfleld, Minn., but
soon transferred to Decorah Institute 1in Decorah, Towa. Despite his
rarents' desire that he become a Lutheran minister, Andrew's heart
was set on a legal career. After pgraduaticn in 1881, he remained
in Decoral where he taught schocl and read law in cne of the local
law firms.

In 188l Volstead returned to Minnesota, won admission to the
bar, and began to practice, first in Lac Qui Parle County and then
in Grantsburg, Burnett County. Two years later he moved to Granite
Falls in Yellow Medicine County where he was to make his home for
the rest of his 1life. Shortly after moving to Oranite Falls, he
became actively involved in Republican politics and served at various
times as county and city attorney, president of the school board,
and mayor.

In 1902 Volstead won the first of 10 terms in the U.S. House of
Representatives from Minnesocta's 7th District. According to bhio-
erapher Ari Hoogenboom, as a Congressman, Volstead "championed the

i Hoorenboom, "Volstead," Dictionary of American Ricgranhy,
Supplement Four, é53.
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homerteader and energetically ruarded the interests of western
Minn~=zota wheat farmers," opposing proposals like recinrocity for
Canad?an wheat.? Moderately prrogressive, he supported measures like
railroad regulation, the extension of workmen's compensation laws,
the woman suffraere amendment, and a Federal antilynching law. In
1912 Volstead became rankire Republican on the House Judiciary Com-
mittee and soon exhibited intense partisanship in his opposition tco
much of the domestic lerislation propesed by Woodrow Wilson.,

Volstead believed that the Inderwood Tariff discriminated against the
farmer, that the Federal Reserve Act benefited large city banks,

and that the Claytcon Act had legalirzed holding companies and exemrted
lahor from practically every Federal law.

After Republicans won control of Coneress in 1018, Volstead
became chairman of the House Judlclary Committee. Shortly hefore he
assumed this post in 1010, the 18th amendment was ratified by the
States, and 1t became the duty of Volstead and his committee to
draft a prohibition enforcement act., Working alone, Valstead drafted
2 bill patterned in part after one advocated by the Anti-Saloon League
but less drastic and desirned, says historian Andrew Sinclair, "to
secure as much enforcement as the country would endure, [butl not total
enforcement" that might cause "z public revulsion acainst national
prohibition."f Rather extensive in scope, Volstead's hil1l forbade
the manufacture of anv beverage with an alcohol content of more than
.5 percent; divided enforcerment hetween the Federal and State
Governments so 28 not to set aside more strincent State laws; contained
a rather drastic search and seizure clause; and provided for the use
of iniunctions and radleocking against individuals and businesses
vioclatirpg the law. 0One of the most controversial -rovisions was the
csectiocrn keeping the wartime prohibition law irn effect., This paragraph
caused Woodrow Wilson to vetc the bill, says historian Paul L. Murphy,

[ .
tecause "it merged en?aroement7based ocn war powers with that based on
the Constitutional amendrment."' Conpgress, however, 2a33'ly muctered
the two-thirds vote necessary Lo cverride,

£ Twid,
€ S#inclalr, Era of Excess, 1£9,.

7 Panl T, Murprhy, The Canctitution in Crisis Mimes, 1918-10€0
(N'f\;'m ‘IQI"k_ 107’)) ?n
PSR 5 i Y g s BRI S
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Despite its scope, the Volstead Act contained a number of fatal
flaws. 1In terms of national significance, though, these "loopholes"”
were as important as the enforcement rrovisions, for it was the
combination of the two that rave the uninque ll-vear Prohibition Era
its distinctive characteristics.

Provisions like those providing for manufacture of industrial
aleohol, use of alecoholic beverases in religlious obhservances, pre-
scription by doctors for reasons of health, and home manufacture of
light wines and cider led to abuses which made enforcement almost
impossible. Matters were made even more 4Aifficult, savs historian
Andrew Sin~lair, "due to administrative stupidity, political graft,
the federal structure of the United States, [and] an antiquated legal
system."8 By 1922 these weaknesses and a new climate of public opinion
had led to rereal of the 18th amendment.

Because of his agricultural constituency, Volstead in 1922 helped
author the Capprer-Volstead Act which, according to Theodore Saloutos
and John D. Hicks, "leralized cooperative marketing associations
and defined the terms under which producers engaged in interstate
commerce could organize."9 Despite his role in getting this
Important legislation passed, Volstead was defeated for reelection in
1922 larpgely because of low farm prices and strcng opposition from
wets and the newly organized Farmer-Lahor Party.

After leaving office, Veolstead was delured with offers to write
and lecture on prohibition, but he turned these down as unethical. In
1924 he became legal advisor for the Northwest Prohibition Enforcement
District headquartered in St. Paul, Minn., and served in this capacity
until 1921, He tren returned tc Oranite Falls, where on January 20,
1947, he suffered a coronary occlusion and died at age B8F,

8 Sinclair, Era of Fxcess, 182.

9 Saloutos and Hicks, Agricultural Disccntent in the Middle West,

288.



